All for Their Better Life

The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged by the way its animals are treated.

Jim and Mit Skinner of
rural Paullina got in-
wolwad with an adoption.
It took o time for them

process, The anlmal low-
ers joined. Minnesota-
Wisconsin Callie Rescue
(MWCE) in Decamber
2007, They adopted
their first Foster,

crua].t[{.l.uﬁ' a8 "Foe-
ter Flunkies.”™ A
Fastor Flunkis is
an endearment
given to fpaterers
wha too cften end

heaith.

Diego is a Collie found loose and without ta
Dieqo ks the current foster of Jim and Mit

up mdopting thair foaters
rather than allowing
them o be adopted into
approved homes,  *1
waan't sure I could do it
after the frst one, | didn®
think I could eare for
them B.nﬂ then give
them o

siid Mit.

Bhe gave it a try and
now [Hego is their kb
foster in nddition to &
temporary foetors,

Membership to the
MWCR

application form can he
found onling at
wwrw.mweroeg or call the
rescue line at 612-B46.
04ED. Membership does
not require fostering or
adopting. The MWCR i=
a tax-deductible chari-
table organization struc-
tured with a board of di-
recters and run entivaly
|.1}' volunteers,

The MWCHR was
foumaded in 2001 with 2
members. Today, 208
members live in 16 states
and Canada.

There are many differ-
ent rabes Collie lovers can
accept in the rescus mis-
slon of lost, abnndaned or
abused Collies within this
arganization. Jim and
Mit have became very ac-
tive in the fostering part.
Fostering is an interven-
tion for Callies taken out
al difficult circumstances,
It is n stage of security
and safedy in which the
animals are given love
aind care, while they are

rently undergoing
treatment. Jim and
Mit alsa have 3 col-

gﬂ hutingun-dnunﬂ'ﬂl

ses as their own,

HBoma rescued animals
meseed] irieniEive murluring;
perhaps they susfer from
vxtreme fear or have pe-
vere physical needs.
Thoss animals neod to be
socialized or regain
health. Thore ks 1o limit
o the kind of care thoss
benueiful animals might
need, but the fosters,

Meakonforer Pernalfr |

called in to the Rescue
lime and regularly within
24 hours an animal in
need is in good hands, i
may be in transit from
one state to ancther; it
may b in temporary foa-
ter cake OF 10 permanent
foster cure. Registorad
foster homes are all
throughout the upper
midwest, There are 75 in
all with 21 currantly ac-
tive. Those homes are bo-
catad in [ineis, 4; lown,
6; Michigan, 2; Minne-
sotn, 2 Kaneas, 2; Mis-
gouri, 1: Alabama, 1;
North Dakota, 1; and
Wisconsin, 38,

Omee a ¢all eomes in,
vilunbeers move into ac-
tion. Teansportation and
placemant coordinators
make phone onlls that
muhilized foster teams, 1t
18 quite commen for a col-
lie to he transported
across severnl states hy
severn] yoluntesrs until it
can be delivered safely to
itz foster hume,

" Pasterers make énor-
maus commitments Lo
collies - maostly in
@ foren of bove and time,
CR pays for the vet-
avaluations and,
care must game frst
if i resene, Fostarears pay
for food and treats, And
they sometimes travel.
The Bkinners logged over
400D miles during 2008
in m quest to make it a
little better for some ool-
lien. Mot a high price for
#wch a great result.

Sinee the ineeption of

MWCR nearly B vears

73 Collios have boen
aced “Foraver
rlnnu.‘ Eight of those
were pairs adoptoed inte

| thire are 28 foster teama same Dne pe-
in the MWCE, provide table couple was the Cat
whhat is needad to & Collie whio becanse very
thoae dogs to o attached and were plosed
The ;.Tu;ﬁn is  responsible for e =
n

thorough. ﬁl%“ tion af 1 sterr. So far
hag vory spécific require- 2009, 80 eollies bave
menits in arder to becon-  found homes, *1t's the

sidared to adopt a collis
from them, including
home

Apd if an :ppl.hl.nthu
tninﬂ.ih.,.l:lmq

happen fast. Whatever

might sxist,
it doean't stall anywhere.
An animal in need may be

" both Jin amd

erOnsmy, i
Mit say almost simulta-
meoEly.

Peeple with
are finding themaslves
unable te afford
anymore, or they are
forced to move inta
home in which an collis

pek i unaccepiable,
\Hﬂgwiﬂ:uh & Tl
M mm
planned. They ahared
stories of these animals
anl the adventures of thy

reseus missions. They

rid slaries of the gen-
ernatty of the callse beaing
community. But mostly
theif passion for this rall-
ing I8 compailing

T read somme of this sbo-
TREE 0 b WO, MWET. DI
At presont 1] ool les” sio-
e aro pnline. Nine are
being evaluated, There
are 21 prasently in foster
care with MWCR.

A banedit to raise noney
for MWCH s planned for
Sutuprday, August 22 at
Pair-A-DNee Bouth in
Paullina. The benolit in-
cludes n ment cook off mod

etsbortain Eent

“The S o o ol bae
roson come to hear all
the jaw-dropping stories
of the collies, and in one
partioulay case, a family
of retrieveors, rescued or
ansigied by the Skinners.



